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Public Health Literature AAPIs either lumped 
into Other, healthier, invisible, impotent 

ÅSHIFTING DEMOGRAPHICS

Å3% > 7% > 16% >26% of the 
population, with many ethnicities, 
languages



Å20 distinct Asian 
American ethnic 
groups 

Diversity of Asian American groups

Asian Indian
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Vietnamese



Unpacking Hidden Disparities 

ÅIn the US, Filipino nurses make up 
4% of workforce

ÅNearly 31.5% of deaths among 
registered nurses

ÅIn CA, Filipinos are ¼ of Asian 
American population, but make up 
1/3 of the deaths; and nearly 40% 
with COVID have died
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ÅFounded in 1974 by students who saw language and cultural barriers to health care in Oakland 
Chinatown

ÅFederally qualified community health center  with two pillars of service and advocacy

ÅProvides primary care, dental, behavioral health care to nearly 50,000 patients AND advocacy 

ÅCultural competency: 14 Asian languages, bicultural staff from communities we serve: 
Cantonese, Mandarin, Vietnamese, Korean, Cambodian, Mien, Hmong, Lao, Mongolian, Tagalog, 
Burmese, Karen, Karenni, and Thai

ÅBuilt in accountability: 51% patient/ consumer board and patient leadership councils

Asian Health Services 
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άhǳǊ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎ ǿŜ ǎŜŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǊŜ 
ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜΦέ  -Sherry Hirota, CEO

Patient General Meetings 
with Simultaneous Interpretation in 12 languages (like United Nations) 
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Community

Leadership Action for Healthy Community Approach


